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Ø English 9-12: The students will be challenged to become better critical thinkers; develop vocabulary and language 
skills; use prior knowledge; develop research skills; use graphic organizers; participate in hands-on projects; respond to 
literature; write well thought out essays; and delve into the written world through poetry, short essays and fiction. 
Students in their 12th grade year will participate in a Senior project in which they may choose from participating in an end 
of year gallery showcase or volunteer on their own outside of school. All guidelines for this project will be given to them 
in their Senior English class. 

 
Ø Math I/Math II: The fundamental purpose of the Mathematics I course is to formalize and extend the mathematics 

that students learned in the middle grades. This course includes standards from the conceptual categories of Number and 
Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. The focus of the Mathematics II course is on 
quadratic expressions, equations, and functions; comparing their characteristics and behavior to those of linear and 
exponential relationships from Mathematics I. This course includes standards from the conceptual categories of Number 
and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. 

 
Ø Biology: Biology is the study of life. It includes an introduction to the scientific method, cytology, genetics, botany, 

zoology, ecology, taxonomy, evolution, chemistry, and microbiology. Course work, lab work, and examinations will prepare 
students for future science courses.  Lab work will be done twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the class garden. Lab 
time cannot be made up. 
 

Ø Geography: the study of the spatial aspects of human existence, enables students to find answers to questions about the 
world around them. A geographically informed person sees, understands, and appreciates the connections among people, 
places, and environments. 

 
Ø Ethnic Studies: The major purpose of this course is to educate students to be politically, socially, and economically 

conscious about their personal connections to local and national history. Ethnic Studies focuses on themes of social justice, 
social responsibility, and social change. The course spans from past to present, from politics to social reform, allowing 
students to identify similar social patterns and universal qualities present in other societies, including their own. This course 
will focus on the experiences of African American, Asian Americans, Latino American, and American Indians. This course 
will also include an Identity section where students will consider concepts related to their own personal, group, and/or 
national identity. 

 
Ø Government/Economics: Students in grade twelve pursue a deeper understanding of the institutions of American 

government. They compare systems of government in the world today and analyze the life and changing interpretations 
of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the current state of the legislative, executive and judiciary branches of 
government. An emphasis is placed on analyzing the relationship among federal, state and local governments, with 
particular attention paid to important historical documents. These standards represent the culmination of civic literacy as 
students prepare to vote, participate in community activities and assume the responsibilities of citizenship. In addition to 
studying government in grade twelve, students will also master fundamental economic concepts, applying the tools 
(graphs, statistics, equations) from other subject areas to the understanding of operations and institutions of economic 
systems. Studied in a historic context are the basic economic principles of micro and macroeconomics, international 
economics, comparative economics systems, measurement and methods. 
 

Ø Fine Arts: The visual arts program offers students comprehensive art experiences with detailed explorations in the 
classics such as painting, drawing, ceramics, sculpture, and crafts. Art in school is both a body of knowledge and a series 
of activities. Fundamentally, learning in art has four major components. The goal of art education is the development of 
these areas: 

o by making art (art production); 
o by responding to and making judgments about the properties and qualities that exist in visual forms (art 

criticism); 
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o by acquiring knowledge about the contributions artists and art make to culture and society (art history); 
o by understanding the nature, meaning, and value of art (aesthetics). 



Ø Material Needed Daily 
 

o 3 ring binder dividers 
o College ruled paper/notebooks for each class 
o Pens, pencils, erasers, rulers 
o Calculator 
o Backpack 
 

 
Ø Course Requirements and Expectations 

 
o Students are expected to participate fully in class discussions, reading activities, group work, 

hands-on projects and independent practice. If a student is unable to finish an activity in 
class, it will be expected to be completed before the next school day. The students must 
come to class with text books, paper, pencils, binders, and a backpack/bag. Students will be 
responsible for all their assignments, unfinished classwork and important fliers, handouts 
and documents. 

o All classwork must be made up if you are absent, excused or not. It is the student’s 
responsibility to ask their teachers for any missed assignments. 

o All work must be submitted on 3 ringed, college ruled paper, or type written. Any work 
handed in ripped, stained or punctured will be deducted in points. 

o Students must write their Name (first and last), Date, Period and Subject in the upper right 
hand corner of each and every assignment. 

o Student work must be neat and clean. Please check and double check your work prior to 
handing it in for mistakes and grammatical errors. 

o All students will be held accountable for upholding the school’s Academic Dishonesty and 
Plagiarism Policies. Students who cheat on homework, tests or essays will receive no credit 
for that part of the assignment. Cheating is defined as (1) unauthorized copying from 
another student on any assignments; (2) allowing other to copy your work or in any other 
way assisting another student o cheat during homework, classwork, quizzes, tests or final 
exams. Plagiarism is defined as copying or borrowing extensively from another student’s 
work or failure to properly give credit for an author’s ideas or words. 

o Students are held to the highest behavior standards. The class rules are posted in the 
classroom for the students to follow: 

§ Be safe, be respectful, be responsible 
§ Follow teacher and staff directions immediately 
§ Use appropriate language and manners 
§ Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself 

o In class it in not acceptable to use inappropriate language, teasing or disrespecting someone 
because of race, religion, gender, gender expression, economical background, body image 
or sexual orientation. 

o Students are to follow school dress codes as present in the Parent/Student handbook. Any 
student seen in violation of the dress code will be found by the teacher as a disruption to 
the class and will be asked to report the Vice Principal for consultation. 

o Any student may be given a referral to the office for acting out in class, causing disruptions 
and fighting. A student may also be requested to participate in a parent/teacher 
conference. Often times the students will be asked to take a walk with staff or take some 
time away outside instead of a referral. 



Ø Homework: Only unfinished classwork with be seen as homework. All assignments given in class will 
be allotted enough time for the student to complete within each class period. 

Ø Tests/Quizzes: Quizzes and tests will be based on reading, vocabulary development, class activities, 
independent practice, direct instruction and grand discussions. If the student is absent during a 
quiz/test, they will make it up. 

Ø Lessons: Students will participate in daily lessons in each of their classes with me.  Students need to 
complete all their lessons/activities in order to receive a passing grade in class. 

Ø Semester Exams: These exams will reflect the knowledge the student has obtained through their 
classwork, discussions, daily lessons, activities, independent work, readings, research and homework. 
The students should organize and save all activities, notes, independent practice, essays and journals 
to help prepare for their exams. Students will have a locker inside the classroom in which they can 
store all of their work and belongings. 

 
Ø Grades:  
Ø 100% - 89% A Labs 25% 
Ø 88% - 79% B Quizzes/Tests 25% 
Ø 78% - 69% C Daily Lessons 25% 
Ø 68% -59% D                    Participation 25% 
Ø 58% - below F   

 
 
 

Detach this piece and send back to school. Keep the syllabus at home with you. 
 

Parents/Guardians: 
Throughout the course of this school year, I will challenge your student in maintaining high academic and 
behavior standards. This syllabus is designed to keep you informed of your student’s high school career, 
what is expect of them and their responsibilities. 

 
Please sign and date below signifying that you have read and agree to the classroom and school 
policies. 

 
Feel free to contact me via school email robin-gunning@scusd.edu or call me at 433-5200 ext. 1404 and 
will return your inquiry within 24 hours. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature     
Student Signature    
Email address I can reach parent/guardian    
Phone number I can reach parent/guardian   


